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Welcome to the KISSPatent Patent Guide 

We’re so glad you’re here and are ready to take the next steps to protect your innovation! 

My name is D’vorah Graeser, and with over 23 years working in the Intellectual Property (IP) field, I 
know how important it is to have proper patent protection when it comes to protecting ideas and 
your business’s profits. 

KISSPatent provides custom ​IP protection packages​ to company owners and entrepreneurs who 
are looking for an ​affordable​ option to ensure their brand or idea is ​fully protected​. We also have 
a variety of learning materials available through our ​Resource Center​. 

With this guide, you will achieve ​three​ important goals: 

1. Discover how patents can help your business by ​increasing your valuation​ and ​protect 
your product/technology​ from competitors and copycats. 

2. Gather all necessary details about your invention, so when the time comes you’ll be​ ready 
to file a patent​ with a super simple process. 

3. Obtain an ​expert assessment​ about your product, which helps you avoid patent pitfalls 
and increases your chance of successfully obtaining a patent. 

We’re here to help you and support you along the whole journey, so feel free to ​ask us anything​, at 
any time! 

We believe in the power behind your ideas! After all, the future belongs to innovators and 
entrepreneurs. So, let’s get started! 

 
 

 

 

 

Dr. D’vorah Graeser 

Founder & CEO 

 

https://kisspatent.com/pricing-and-services
https://kisspatent.com/resourcecenter
https://kisspatent.com/contact
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O V E R V I E W 

 

Chapter 1​: ​What Is a Patent and Why Do You Need One 
This chapter will give you a brief introduction to the basics of patents - ​What they 
are and why you need one​. 

 

Chapter 2​: ​File Sooner Rather Than Later 
This chapter details the importance of timing - ​How and why you need to file 
now​ with the most accessible patent process. 

 

Chapter 3​: ​How to File a Patent Application 
This chapter discusses the necessary requirements of a patent application - ​How 
to properly file a patent application​ guaranteed for success. 

 

Chapter 4​: ​Common Mistakes When Filing a Patent 
This chapter focuses on the patent pitfalls - there are ​common mistakes made 
during filing​, this chapter helps you avoid them. 

 

Chapter 5​: ​Your Personal Patent Assessment Toolkit 
This is your ​Idea Assessment​ - you’ll obtain a clear answer to your most 
important question: ​Are you ready to file for a patent? 

We recommend you explore the chapters in their specific order. 
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.​CHAPTER  1​.   

WHAT IS A PATENT 
AND WHY YOU NEED ONE 

 

 
ABOUT THIS CHAPTER 

This chapter will guide you through the basics — What is a patent and why you need one. 

 
WHAT IS A PATENT 
 
A patent is intellectual property that protects your invention or product from illegal use or 
reproduction by other companies.  
 
There are ​three​ types of patents available by the ​United States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO)​: 
 

 
Although design and plant patents can be filed, the most common type of patent is utility, which 
protects all unique inventions. 

 
 
WHAT DOES PROTECTION REALLY MEAN 
 
Protecting an invention or product with a patent means that other businesses or people may ​not 
make, sell, or use your product without your permission​. If they do so, you will be able to file a 
lawsuit against them for patent infringement. 

 

https://www.uspto.gov/
https://www.uspto.gov/
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WHY YOU NEED A PATENT 
 
There are ​three main reasons​ why you need a patent: 
 
➜ Protection ​-​ ​You’ll be able to protect your invention from your competitors and stop 

copycats. 
➜ Market Dominance ​-​ ​You can use a patent to restrict competitors from your market. It’s an 

offensive ​and​ a defensive tool as well! 
➜ Growth ​-​ ​A business that owns a patent(s) attains much higher valuation, will be more 

likely to receive funding and has higher credibility and stability. 
 

Overall, a patent will give your business the boost it needs to truly succeed! Patents also help your 
business increase your market share because you can block out, restrict, and control your 
competitors. 
 

 
BUSINESS BENEFITS OF PATENTS 
 
Businesses and startups with patents reap many different benefits that will ​improve their market 
value, brand image, and overall provide sustainable growth and profits for their future​. Not 
only that, but they receive ​significantly higher valuations​ and are more likely to receive ​funding 
from investors​ and show ​higher credibility and stability​. 
 
If not already, patents should be considered an essential part of your business plan. A patent is the 
only way to ensure that you are legally protecting your products and ideas, and therefore your 
business. 
 
A patent is your most valuable business asset! 

 
WANT TO KNOW MORE? 
 
If you want to dive even deeper, check out these other articles that we’ve written that might be 
interesting to you! 

 
Article:​ ​What is a patent 
Article:​ ​Start your startup strategy right 
Article:​ ​Why patent your idea 
Article:​ ​Why your startup will change the world 
Ebook: ​Patents protect ingenuity (PDF) 
Ebook: ​How to launch, grow and scale your startup (PDF) 

 

 

https://kisspatent.com/resources/what-is-a-patent
https://kisspatent.com/resources/what-is-a-patent
https://kisspatent.com/resources/start-your-startup-strategy-right
https://kisspatent.com/resources/start-your-startup-strategy-right
https://kisspatent.com/resources/why-patent-your-idea
https://kisspatent.com/resources/why-patent-your-idea
https://kisspatent.com/resources/why-your-startup-will-change-the-world
https://kisspatent.com/resources/why-your-startup-will-change-the-world
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58e7845fe58c62ce3dd90820/t/5c912e1ab208fc6f690dd398/1553018396089/PatentsProtectIngenuity.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58e7845fe58c62ce3dd90820/t/5d25aa23958b410001f4c3b5/1562749481065/STARTUP+EBOOK.pdf


6 

 

 

 

.​CHAPTER 2​. 

FILE SOONER RATHER THAN LATER 
 

ABOUT THIS CHAPTER 

This chapter’s main focus is to address the most important factor for filing your patent: 
timing​. You’ll learn why filing in a timely manner is in your best interest and what options 
are available for faster filing. 

 

 
WHY YOU NEED TO FILE FOR A PATENT NOW! 
 
As discussed in Chapter 1 — ​a patent is vital to your business’s success and future profitability​. 
Once you’ve made the decision to file, it’s important that you understand why filing sooner rather 
than later is absolutely necessary. 
 
With such high velocity, filing for a patent should not be a time-consuming process as it could cost 
you your​ invention and future business profits​.  
 
When it comes to filing for a patent, it doesn’t matter when you will obtain the patent itself as the 
patent filing process sometimes takes months. ​What matters, however, is the filing date.​ It’s a 
first-to-file game and we want you to win! 
 

 
HOW YOU CAN FILE NOW? 
 
All you need to get started is a detailed description of your idea and a few patent drawings. 
We recommend filing a ​Provisional Patent Application​, instead of a Non-provisional (Utility) 
patent application right away.  
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There are many reasons why ​a Provisional Patent is better, but here are the top 3: 
 
➜ You can file faster.​ Get that filing date in quickly! Provisional applications are far less 

complex and much more simple to file. 
➜ You can keep working on your idea.​ Provisional, as it says in the name, is valid for 12 

months. At the end of the 12 months, you’ll need to file a full patent application or lose the 
patent protection rights. This gives you plenty of time to keep working and improving your 
product or business. 

➜ It’s much more affordable and it has a really quick turnaround. ​Perfect for fast-growing 
companies! 

 

WHAT IS A PROVISIONAL PATENT APPLICATION? 
 
A Provisional Patent Application is a patent application that can be used to secure a filing date 
while avoiding the high costs associated with filing and prosecution of a Nonprovisional (Utility) 
Patent Application. 
 
Here are some key benefits of filing a Provisional: 
 
➜ Fewer requirements.​ Provisional applications are perfect for those who want to get 

protection quickly!  
➜ Gain an additional year.​ You’ll be able to experiment, perfect your invention, find 

financial backing, determine sales potential, find interested parties for licensing, etc.  
➜ Not examined.​ Avoid the costs of prosecuting a nonprovisional application during this 

one-year period.  
 

Do, however, keep in mind that ​it isn’t your final patent application​. You will have to file a 
Nonprovisional (Utility) Patent application​ at the end of your period. But you can worry about that 
later when you’ve developed your patent-pending product and leveraged it to secure funding! 
 
 

WANT TO KNOW MORE? 
 
If you want to dive even deeper, check out these other articles that we’ve written that might be 
interesting to you! 

 
Article:​ ​Defending your market niche with patents 
Article:​ ​Putting the patent before the innovation 
Article:​ ​Should you patent fast, or publish fast 
Article:​ ​When to file a patent 
Article:​ ​Provisional applications - a friend with  benefits 
Article:​ ​The (not so) secret life of provisional applications 
Ebook:​ ​The provisional patent guide (PDF) 

 
 

 

https://kisspatent.com/resources/defending-your-market-niche-with-patents-dealing-with-competitors-in-various-areas
https://kisspatent.com/resources/defending-your-market-niche-with-patents-dealing-with-competitors-in-various-areas
https://kisspatent.com/resources/putting-the-patent-before-the-innovation
https://kisspatent.com/resources/putting-the-patent-before-the-innovation
https://kisspatent.com/resources/should-you-patent-fast-or-publish-fast
https://kisspatent.com/resources/should-you-patent-fast-or-publish-fast
https://kisspatent.com/resources/when-to-file-for-a-patent
https://kisspatent.com/resources/when-to-file-for-a-patent
https://kisspatent.com/resources/provisional-applications-a-friend
https://kisspatent.com/resources/provisional-applications-a-friend
https://kisspatent.com/resources/secret-life-of-provisional-applications
https://kisspatent.com/resources/secret-life-of-provisional-applications
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58e7845fe58c62ce3dd90820/t/5e301a71d30cb9303f3d0f1a/1580210804740/Provisional+Patent+Guide+-+EBOOK.pdf
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.​CHAPTER 3​. 
HOW TO FILE A PATENT APPLICATION 

 

ABOUT THIS CHAPTER 
In this chapter, we discuss the 3-step process to ensuring that you are filing a successful 
patent application. 
 

 
STEP 1 - DEFINE YOUR IDEA 
 
This is arguably the most important step. You have to ​define​ what makes your idea 
unique. Ask yourself, why is my idea patent-worthy? 
 

 
We recommend following this simple process: 
 
➜ Take a moment and ​write down your idea​ using only a few sentences. How would you 

describe your idea to a potential customer? Does it make sense to someone who doesn’t 
have knowledge of the industry? These questions will help you clearly define your idea. 

➜ Does your idea stand out?​ You can only get a patent if your idea is completely novel and 
unique. 

➜ Does your idea need a patent?​ Find out if your idea falls into a​ ​patentable category​. If not, 
perhaps it does qualify for another type of Intellectual Property protection, such as a 
trademark​ or ​copyright​. 

➜ Have you published no later than a year?​ In the US, your idea shouldn’t be published, or 
publicly available, for more than a year, otherwise, you aren’t eligible for a patent, not 
even a provisional. Time is literally money! 

➜ Define the details of your idea.​ This is where you can get into the nitty-gritty details of 
your idea. This will come in handy when you eventually file for a Nonprovisional (Utility) 
Patent application. 

 
 

 

https://kisspatent.com/faq/what-are-the-patent-categories
https://kisspatent.com/faq/what-are-the-patent-categories
https://kisspatent.com/trademark
https://kisspatent.com/copyright
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STEP 2 - DO A PATENT SEARCH 
 
Doing a patent search saves you ​time and money​ — you can’t file a patent over an 
idea that is already patented, right? Working on developing your product or your 
idea without conducting a search is like going at it blind. A proper patent search 

can save you tons of time and money!  
 
You can do a patent search by yourself, but we recommend having a professional do it for you 
because there are tons of tiny details that can be devastating if you overlook them! 
 
Here’s how you can go about searching for yourself: 
 
➜ Search on Google.​ ​Google’s Patent Search​ works the same as Google Search, but the 

results are for filed patents. There’s an ​Advanced Google Patent Search​ as well if you feel 
like diving deep. 

➜ For an ​EU patent,​ you can use ​Espacenet Patent Search​. It works almost the same as 
Google’s tool. 

➜ Search scientific studies, articles, and books. ​Google’s Combined Patent and Article 
Search​ are great for that — it’ll search in books, articles, and scientific materials. 

➜ You can do a ​regular Google Search​ with selected and appropriate keywords. If you have 
defined your idea already, you probably know very well what you are looking for.  

 
Once you’ve done a proper patent search and are certain you can get a patent, you’re ready for the 
next step, ​preparing to file​. 

 
STEP 3 - PREPARE YOUR FILING 
 
At this point, you should know if your idea is novel and patentable. Now, it’s time 
to file! Here, we’ll discuss the essentials of a provisional patent application, which 
is the quickest, simplest and most affordable application if you need patent 
protection now. 

 
There are ​three basic requirements​ for a Provisional Patent Application: 
 

1. The cover sheet.​ The easiest part of the process — it contains basic information like the 
name of the inventor, the title of the invention, and other minor details. There are ​certain 
requirements​ on how to fill out this section, but overall, it is the easiest part of the 
application. 

2. Patent drawings.​ Drawings are not necessary for provisional applications, but we ​highly 
recommend​ doing them anyway — it greatly helps to understand your idea. These should 

 

https://www.google.com/?tbm=pts
https://books.google.com/advanced_patent_search
https://worldwide.espacenet.com/
https://www.uspto.gov/patents-getting-started/patent-basics/types-patent-applications/provisional-application-patent
https://www.uspto.gov/patents-getting-started/patent-basics/types-patent-applications/provisional-application-patent
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be simple process flow charts or basic schematics. Nothing too complicated! The bottom 
line is to help the examiner assimilate your idea. 

3. Patent text.​ This part is the written explanation of why your idea is truly unique. Make 
sure that you are technical, but not too technical — the patent examiner has to understand 
how your idea works. The more comprehensive your description, the better. 
 

We recommend doing a test application for yourself first. Once it’s done, head over to the USPTO’s 
site, and check the ​actual requirements​ to see if you’re ready to file. 

 

WANT TO KNOW MORE? 
 
We love that you want to dive even deeper! Check out these other articles that we’ve written that 
might be interesting to learn more. 

 
Article:​ ​Back to the drawing board - how to do patent drawings 
Article:​ ​How does the patent process work 
Article:​ ​The top 3 patent requirements 
Article:​ ​How to prepare your patent application 
Article:​ ​Has someone already patented your idea? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.uspto.gov/patents-getting-started/general-information-concerning-patents#heading-12
https://kisspatent.com/resources/how-to-create-patent-drawings
https://kisspatent.com/resources/how-to-create-patent-drawings
https://kisspatent.com/resources/how-the-patent-process-works
https://kisspatent.com/resources/how-the-patent-process-works
https://kisspatent.com/resources/the-top-3-patent-requirements
https://kisspatent.com/resources/the-top-3-patent-requirements
https://kisspatent.com/resources/how-to-prepare-a-patent-application
https://kisspatent.com/resources/how-to-prepare-a-patent-application
https://kisspatent.com/resources/how-to-find-out-if-someone-has-already-patented-your-idea
https://kisspatent.com/resources/how-to-find-out-if-someone-has-already-patented-your-idea
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.​CHAPTER 4​. 
COMMON MISTAKES WHEN FILING 

A PATENT 
 
 

ABOUT THIS CHAPTER 
This chapter focuses on the common mistakes that can lead to rejected applications. 
Pointing out these common mistakes will help you look out for them and avoid them. 
 

 

MISTAKE 1: NOT PUTTING IN THE TIME AND EFFORT 
 
Remember we talked about you defining your idea. This helps you discover the 
true potential of your it — what makes it ​novel ​and​ unique​. 
 

When you define your idea, you are essentially looking to answer the most important question:​ is 
my idea patent-worthy? 
 
If your idea is not completely unique, take the time to refine it and really nail down what makes it 
novel. Countless applications are rejected each year because of a lack of originality! 
 
It’s not about reinventing the wheel, it’s about creating a completely new way to move. 
Next is spending lots of time and effort on your ​patent search​. A thorough search can help you 
save tremendous amounts of time and money. 

 
MISTAKE 2: PUBLISHING FIRST 
 
There are ​two problems with publishing your idea​ before you even file for a 
patent. 
 

1. In the US, patents have a published deadline of ​one year​. You can get a patent on a 
published, or publicly available, idea only if you published ​no later​ than 12 months before 
filing. This even includes publishing pictures on social media! 

2. The more you publish, the more likely your idea is already copied. It is easy to understand 
why patenting first is so important. 
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Publishing your idea could be as simple as posting a photo on your Instagram story or mentioning 
your idea in an innovation forum. Once you make your idea public, even in the subtlest way, the 
clock begins running on the time you have to file for a patent. 
 
 

MISTAKE 3 - IGNORING YOUR BUSINESS 
 
Your idea is the most instrumental part of your business. Right? And we know you 
want to focus on improving and developing your product. We get that.  
 
But don’t worry about pushing your business aside by having to focus your time 

on the seemingly confusing patent process. We’re here to help you by providing fully supported 
patent application packages​ so that you can focus on your business and not lose any valuable time 
or money in the patent application process. 
 

 
WANT TO KNOW MORE? 
 
We love that you want to dive even deeper! Check out these other articles that we’ve written that 
might be interesting to learn more. 
 

Article:​ ​4 patent myths that you thought they were true 
Article:​ ​The 3 most common patent mistakes 
Article:​ ​The ultimate patent FAQ 
Article:​ ​Patent myths debunked 
Article:​ ​Patent mistakes you should avoid 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://kisspatent.com/patent-filing-services
https://kisspatent.com/resources/4-patent-myths-you-thought-they-were-true
https://kisspatent.com/resources/4-patent-myths-you-thought-they-were-true
https://kisspatent.com/resources/the-3-most-common-patent-mistakes
https://kisspatent.com/resources/the-3-most-common-patent-mistakes
https://kisspatent.com/resources/the-ultimate-patent-faq
https://kisspatent.com/resources/the-ultimate-patent-faq
https://kisspatent.com/resources/patent-myths-debunked
https://kisspatent.com/resources/patent-myths-debunked
https://kisspatent.com/resources/patent-mistakes-you-should-avoid
https://kisspatent.com/resources/patent-mistakes-you-should-avoid
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.​CHAPTER 5​. 

YOUR PERSONAL 
PATENT ASSESSMENT TOOLKIT 

 
 

ABOUT THIS CHAPTER 
In this chapter, you’ll have the option to do an​ ​idea ​assessment​ survey​, get feedback from 
a qualified expert, and explore ways to strategize and move forward. Take the next steps 
to protect your idea! 

 
Head over to our online guide to complete the Assessment! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://kisspatent.com/learn-patent
https://kisspatent.com/learn-patent
https://kisspatent.com/learn-patent
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PATENT GUIDE WRAP-UP 
 
When it comes to protecting your idea and business, a patent is an essential, time-sensitive 
element of your business plan. Make sure to keep these ​10 gold info nuggets​ in mind when filing 
for a patent: 
 

1. Patents protect your idea from copycats​ and give you the legal right to block, restrict, 
and control your competitors in your market. 

2. Patents have both direct and indirect business benefits​ - they massively increase your 
business’s valuation, make it easier to receive funding from investors, and boost your 
credibility and stability. Patents are one of the best business growth tools! 

3. The patent process is easy, straight-forward and cost-effective​ if you know what to do 
and how to properly do it. KISSPatent can help you file correctly the first time! 

4. Filing sooner rather than later​ - publishing your idea without filing is a serious risk. As 
soon as you file, the clock starts ticking. File first, and then focus on what really matters - 
your product.  

5. Define your idea first.​ Using simple language, write down what makes it unique and how 
it works. It sounds silly but it’ll greatly improve the overall filing process. 

6. Do a patent search.​ You need to know if someone else has patented your idea before you. 
You don’t want to be wasting time and money without knowing if you’re infringing on 
someone else’s patent or if it has been patented before. 

7. Apply for a provisional patent application first.​ Provisionals are much simpler, 
affordable, and easier to file. Plus, they give you a one-year deadline to keep working on 
your idea! 

8. Prepare patent drawings.​ Drawings shouldn’t be complicated, but descriptive.  
9. Filing.​ Gather the written description of your idea along with patent drawings, fill out the 

provisional application cover sheet and file your application. 
10. Having professionals like us at KISSPatent can vastly decrease the chance of failed 

applications.​ Did you know that only ​52% of all patents filed are accepted​? Of those, DIY 
patent application filings have significantly increased the chances of rejected applications. 
Don’t skip asking for help! 
 

Filing a patent application doesn’t have to break the bank or be a complicated, frustrating process. 
We are here to help you along the way from the initial ​search to the final application and filing. 
Don’t wait!​ ​Get started​ on your patent application today! 
 
 

 

https://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/ac/ido/oeip/taf/us_stat.htm
https://kisspatent.com/patent-filing-services
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MORE RESOURCES! 

 

As an IP company focused on providing high-quality, affordable patent packages for innovators 
and entrepreneurs we understand the importance of having factual information on hand. That’s 
why below we recommend the ​most important patent-related articles​. They’re filled with 
golden nuggets of information, and we’re positive they’ll help you along your patent application 
journey! 
 
Feel free to also head over to our ​Resource Center​ for even more free articles!  
 
If you’re ready to ​start protecting your idea​, check out our ​services​ and pick the one that’s best 
for you!  

 
Related Articles: 
Why patent your idea 

Should you patent fast, or publish fast 

When to file a patent 

Provisional applications - a friend with  benefits 

Defending your market niche with patents 

When to file a patent 

How to do patent drawings 

How does the patent process work 

The top 3 patent requirements 

How to prepare your patent application 

Has someone already patented your idea? 

 

Ebooks: 
How to protect your unique ideas with patents (PDF) 

 

https://kisspatent.com/resourcecenter
https://kisspatent.com/pricing-and-services
https://kisspatent.com/resources/why-patent-your-idea
https://kisspatent.com/resources/should-you-patent-fast-or-publish-fast
https://kisspatent.com/resources/when-to-file-for-a-patent
https://kisspatent.com/resources/provisional-applications-a-friend
https://kisspatent.com/resources/defending-your-market-niche-with-patents-dealing-with-competitors-in-various-areas
https://kisspatent.com/resources/when-to-file-for-a-patent
https://kisspatent.com/resources/how-to-create-patent-drawings
https://kisspatent.com/resources/how-the-patent-process-works
https://kisspatent.com/resources/the-top-3-patent-requirements
https://kisspatent.com/resources/how-to-prepare-a-patent-application
https://kisspatent.com/resources/how-to-find-out-if-someone-has-already-patented-your-idea
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58e7845fe58c62ce3dd90820/t/5c912e1ab208fc6f690dd398/1553018396089/PatentsProtectIngenuity.pdf

